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Arab Supercars delight British  
auto enthusiasts
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It’s awesome for a lot of car fans to just get together and see  
these cars and appreciate them
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C
AR ENTHUSIASTS from 
around the UK are flock-
ing to London’s upmarket 
Knightsbridge area to catch 
a glimpse of the predomi-

nantly Arab-owned “supercars” which 
migrate to the British capital every year 
following the end of Ramadan. 

 But for some residents, the expensive 
machines, some worth over a million 
pounds, are a source of irritation. 

 Paul Wallace, a 23-year old car-spot-
ter who runs the “Supercars of London” 
website, said that enthusiasts wait all 
year long for the influx of foreign-owned 
cars to the UK from the Middle East. He 
estimates that the cars attract hundreds 
of auto fans to Knightsbridge every sum-
mer from throughout Europe.

 “It is definitely the time of year that 
everyone looks forward to,” he said. 
“July and August are the best time be-

cause these supercars are coming over 
from the Arab states. It’s awesome for a 
lot of car fans to just get together and see 
these cars and appreciate them.”

Among the cars on display on the 
streets of Knightsbridge are Ferraris, 
Lamborghinis, Bentleys, Rolls-Royces, 
as well as more exotic models. 

 “For example, this year there is a 
Swedish supercar called a Koenigsegg 
Agera, that came over from Saudi Ara-
bia,” Wallace explained. “They are very 
rare and the last time we had one in Lon-
don was a good two or three years ago.”

 “I just think it’s nice to come and ad-
mire these amazing machines,” said 19-
year old car enthusiast Stanley Lane as 
he looked for  supercars near Harrods 
department store. 

 “For those of us not fortunate enough 
to have one, it’s really nice to see them 
out and about.”

 But many local residents complain 
that the high-performance vehicles are 
excessively noisy and their owners cre-
ate a disturbance by racing their cars in 

the streets of Knightsbridge.
Among the most vocal critics of the 

supercars is Knightsbridge resident Pan-
da Morgan-Thomas, a management con-
sultant who lives on Sloane Street, one of 
the district’s main thoroughfares.  

“This year there was Ramadan in July, 
and then there was Eid, and then they 
suddenly descended upon London,” she 
said. “It’s every night, and particularly 
bad on Fridays and Saturdays.”

 “I think that any of the races are com-
pletely disruptive to sleep patterns,” she 
said. “Some of the cars even make the 
exhaust go bang. There is one that has 
been driving up and down every evening 
doing that three of four times as they 
pass just by my flat.”

 “It blasts out flame,” she continued. 
“It’s concerning and incredibly noisy.”

Additionally, some residents complain 
that the cars are often improperly parked. 
According to a council spokesman for 
the Royal Borough of Knightsbridge and 
Chelsea, in 2012 and 2013 there were a 
total of 5,189 parking fines given to for-

eign-owned cars in the area, compared 
to 5,771 the previous fiscal year. 

 Paul Wallace said that he believes the 
drivers are being treated unfairly by the 
community and by local authorities.

 “It seems really unfair that these guys 
are just coming on holiday and are get-
ting pestered by the police,” he said. 
“When Ramadan ends, it seems like a lot 
of people are around, going out to eat 
and escaping the heat of the Middle East. 
I don’t see anything wrong with that at 
all. If you’re choosing to live in Central 
London, you have to put up with a bit of 
noise.”

 Wallace added that he believes that it 
would be detrimental for London if the 
car owners went elsewhere. 

 “They’re coming over here and spend-
ing thousands, if not millions of pounds 
into the economy. 

 “Once these guys decide to go else-
where, they’ll spend their money else-
where, and car enthusiasts won’t get to 
see all the cars.”
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A Ford GT (no longer 
produced) parked  

outside Harrods

AN AMAZING  
MACHINE…  
A Ferrari 456  
Italia 

A Ferrari 458 Spider, which 
has been plated in gold. The 
car belongs to undefeated 
British-Iraqi kickboxing 
champion Riyadh Al-Azzawi. 

A Rolls-Royce
parked in  
Knightsbridge

A Lamborghini 
Aventador on Sloane 

Street, one of the main 
thoroughfares in the 

area.


